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— Government os Ye Dioce 21 have judg'd 1 
it not improper for me, to communicate m 
thoughts to you with regard to the Execution 
of your Miniſterial Office, | in order to the E- 
© dification, and Salvation of the Souls reſpecr 
@ tively committed to your Charge. 
» Iꝓs« this End I ſhall reduce what have to 
1 5 +3 pt — Saad i the al performance 
The 27 es to your in actual 
of Divine Offices in the Houſe of God, e * 
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der and Depe dance. By this Means 


The Second relates to your Behaviour at large, towards your 
Pariſhioners, and Neighbours s. 
In ſpeaking to the former, I ſhall confine my ſelf to theſe 
three principal Branches of your Holy Office, namely, Preach- 
ing, Praying, and Catechizing. C 
I ſhall begin with Preaching, which is one of thoſe means 
appointed by our Saviour, for the enlightning the Minds, con- 
vincing the Conſciences, and reforming the Manners of your 
Hearers, In order to anſwer theſe great Ends, ſome Degree of 
Skill and Addreſs, as well as of Pains and Study will be requi- 
ſite: And 1 ſhall, for the fake chiefly of ſuch of you as have 
not been long in Holy Orders, communicate my Sentiments 
with regard to the Subject, the Method, the Stile, and the Pro- 
nunciation of a Sermon. Yi es. Me 
I The Subject of a Sermon ought to be ſome Point of Döc- 
trine, that is neceſſary for a Chriſtian to know; or ſome Duty 
that is neceſſary for him to practiſe in order to his Salvation. 


I ſpeak this in oppoſition to ſubtil Queſtions, and curious Spe- 


culations, that are above the common level of the Auditory, 


and which have often no other Effect than to == = the Minds 


an Conſcience of thoſe whodo not rightly wm 
and if they pleaſe curious and itching Ears, yet will edify no 

Man in Faith and a Good Life. —o 
: Uponthis Occaſion I would recommend it to young Preackie 


ſtand them; 


| . eſpeciall to compoſe a Set of Sermons upon the -hief Avi. 
_ clesof 4/4 : 


Chriſtian Religion, according to their natural Or- 
JE ans they will improve their 

_ -. own Knowledge, at the ſame time as are teaching their 
Hearers ; But this ſhould be done in the plaineſt, and eaſieſt 
| Manner, laying aſide Metaphyſical-niceties, and the Jargon of 
the Schools, and eſpecially avoiding to explain Myſteries ; for 

4 Y 1 | this 


— 


this is only. giving Words and Terms without meaning; and 
no Man has ever ſueceeded in the Attempt. WW 
When a uſeful Subject is choſen, the next Care of th 


e Preach- 
er is to find out ſome proper and pertinent Text, that will na- 
\, turally lead him to purſue his Subject, and that will yield him 
_ \\ thoſe Doctrines and Practical Deductions which he had in his 
View, without Force and Torture. For want of this, the whole 
Operation will be laborious, obſcure, and perplexed to the 
/ Compoſer; and the Diſcourſe will be void of that Perſpicuity, 
which is neceſſary to engage the Attention of the Hearers, And 
1 am ſure there is no want of ſuch Texts upon all Subjects, in 


It has given me Offence to obferve in ſome Preachers a cer- 
tain Affectation of chooſing ſuch Texts as appear remote and 
foreign to their Subject, that by this Means they may havean * 
Opportunity of ſhewing their Wit and Ingenuity, ' in ferching | 


that out of a Text, which no Body imagin'd could be in it. 
I They would do ſomething miraculous, like bringing Water cut 
3 of a dry Rock in the Wilderneſs; in order to ſurprize their Au- 
T ditory; but this will ever give diſtaſte to good Judges, and there 
is no Occaſion for putting one Text upon the Rack, to make 
ther, that might as well have been choſen in the Room of it. 
- When a uſeful Subject and a pertinent Text are found, the 

| next Work of the Preacher is to form a Scheme, and to diſ- 
poſe all his Thoughts in ſuch Method as will clearly ſhew the | 
Relation and Coherence of the ſeveral Parts of his Diſcourſe; | 
This is the great Art of Preaching; for when a Sermon is ſo 
compos d that one Point ariſes immediately out of another by: 

2 Natural Order and Dependance, the perſpicuity of it will give 
Pleaſure, and draw Attention; and this again will fix it in the 
Memory of the Hearers. Re ES: 
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| The immediate Conſequence of this will be a Good Stile. By 
a Good Stile, I mean that Simplicity and Propriety of Expreſſi- 
on, which diſtinctly and clearly conveys the Senſe of the Speak- 
er into the Mind of the Hearer; and Experience ſhews us that 
where the Speaker has clear and diſtin& Conceptions, he is ſel- 
dom at a loſs for proper Words and Terms. By this Means ther- 
fore the Preacher will be naturally led into that ſimplicity of 

Stile, which is the greateſt Ornament and Grace of Language, 
and the moſt apt to convince and perſuade. Whereas on the 
contrary, affected Harangues garniſh'd with Flowers of Rhe- 
torick, and Flights of Fancy, are only a ſort of bright Confu- 

Hon, that glares on the Mind, without enlightning it; They 
never pierce to the Heart, they never impreſs the Memory, 
and a Man goes away from ſuch Diſcourſes, as he does from a 

| Conſort of Mufick where the Sound dies with the hearing, and he 
carries nothing home but the Remembrance that he was pleasd -— 
r 

I have only two ſhort Remarks to add on this Head, the Firſt. 
relates to the Introduction, the Second to the Concluſion of a . 
xz Rr: bee 

As to the former, if an Introduction be neceſſary, it ſhould 
always be ſhort, pertinent, and leading as ſoon as may be to 
the main Subject of Diſcourſe. If the Text needs any Light 


. 


from what goes before and follows it, this ſhould be collected 

and brought to bear upon the Text with the utmoſt brevity and 

. Slearneſs; for People are naturally impatient to know what the 

| Miniſter wow d be at, and to have him take his main Buſinefs.ina 

Band. When 1 hear a Preacher ſet out with a general Pream- 

ble, that has no immediate Relation ro his Text, and can ne- 

ver carry him to it but by a mighty Circumference, I eaſily con- 
clade with my ſelf vhat I am to expect in the ſequel of the Diſ- 


With 


| nunciation will befit every Sermon, nor every Part of the ſame 


3 e 

With regard to the Concluſion of a Sermon, it ſhould be al- 
ways practical, and perſuaſive to a good Life; it ſhould conſiſt 
of Exhortations and Motives proper to enforce ſuch Duties and 
Virtues as may pertinently ariſe from the Doctrines and Poſiti- 
ons before laid down. For the great End of Preaching is to 
make Men better: meer Knowledge put into the Mind, if it 
does not penetrate to the Heart, and from thence diffuſe it ſelf 
into the Life and Conyerſation, becomes not only uſeleſs, but 
hurtful; as it will turn to a Man's greater Condemnation. 
The Fourth Point I mention d, was that of Pronunciation; 
and here I muſt obſerve to you, that no one Manner of Pro- 


Sermon, but that it muſt be diverſifyed. according to the Na- 
ture of every Period (a); it is impoſſible therefore to give pre- 
ciſe Rules where ſo great a Variety of Circumſtances will ariſe, 
that muſt have a different Modification of Voice and Action; 
but every Preacher muſt in a good Degree be left to the Di- 
rection of his own Judgment, and the beſt Examples. 
All that I ſhall therefore attempt under this Head, is to pro- 
| poſe ſome general Rules that will extend to all Caſes, and that 
may be of Uſe for correcting ſome common Faults: and Mif- 
takes. * I | 3 
The Firſt is to pronounce every Word and Syllable diſtinct- 
ly (5); this is undoubtedly the firſt and chiefeſt Excellency of 
Pronunciation, becauſe the very End of ſpeaking is fo far loſt, 
as it is not diſtinctly heard. = n 
I would not be here underſtood to recommend that heavy 
and Pha Delivery that retails out Words by their Syl- 
| lables; for this is more properly to be called ſpelling than 


ſpeak-- 
Mo Non alia autem eſt Eratio pronunciationis, quam ipfius orationis. Quixe. Inflitas. Orat. Lib, 17, 


7.3. Ty | - 
(5) Lilucida vero erit pronunciatio ſi verba tota exegerit pars deyorari, deſtitai ſoles, 
| plan, extremas ſyllabas non proterentibus, dum priorum indulgent. ibi. ak 15 8 1 
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leave any Traces on 8 

| Pleaſure and Profit of a Sermon is in great Meaſure loſt (4). 
A little Time and Practice will certainly cure this Fault, where 
there is no natural Defe& in the Parts. ps 
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ſe) Vox autemultra vires non urgenda eſt, nam eſt ſuffocata 


ꝶꝶ6ͤ— . —— — 


(8) 

ſpeaking (c); but I mean that articulate Expreſſion of Words 
and Syllables that will give a diſtinct perception of them to the 
Ear, and alſo that interpoſition of Pauſes and Reſts, where they 
will properly fall in the Period, that will convey the Relation 


and Connexion of the Preacher's Thoughts with perſpicuity in- 


to the Mind of the Hearer. 5 
This Rule is calculated for the Cure of two Faults that are 


not infrequent; one is a thick and confus'd Delivery that runs 

| . Syllables and Words into one Maſs, ſo that the Ear cannot 

| well ſeparate them, and the Hearer is forc'd to make up the 
| Senſe by Conjecture. The other is a Rapidity of Speech, that 


runs off too faſt to impreſs any diftin& Idea on the Mind, or 
the Memory ; by which Means both the 


The Second Rule I would mention is to be careful not to 
exceed the Compaſs of the Voice. (e) There is a certain Ne 
Plus Ultra to the Organs of Speech in every Man, and his own 
Feeling alone can teach him where it lies; if he goes beyond 
this, his Pronunciation will be harſh, immuſical, and diſagree - 
able both to himſelf and to his Hearers, who cannot receive 
with Pleaſure what they perceive he delivers with Pain and Vi- 
olence ; beſides, that it is 1 * for him duly to temper 
2 govern his Voice under theſe unnatural Strainings and Ef- 
orts. 8 | 5 
It is a * Miſtake to imagin that a Voice muſt needs be 
2 


well heard, meerly becauſe it is loud. This is indeed a noble 
„ 5 VVV! Foun- 


(c) Ut eſt autem neceſſaria vocum explanatio, ita omnes computare, et velut adnumerare literas 
moleſtum et odioſum eſt. Quint. Iaſtitat. Orat, Lib. 11. Cap. 3. f 
(4) Nec volubilitate nimia (vox) confundenda eſt, qua et diſtinQio perit et affectus, et nonnun- 
quam etiam verba aliqua ſai parte fraudantur ; promptum fit os non preceps. | 
e Vox autem: ſzpe, et majore niſu minus clara eſt, 
et interim eliſa in illum ſonum erumpit cui Graci K nomen a Gallorum immaturo cantu de- 
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to have Recourſe to Art and Man 


himſelf to one ſimple Note or Sound, or to one Degree of Time 


| (9) | 
ö ; A 
Foundation for Art and Skill to work upon, but without the 
Aid of theſe, it is often ſwallowed up and loſt in it ſelf. 
(Y A moderate Strength of Voice, with a due Articulation of 
Words, and Diſtinction of Pauſes, will go further, even in a 
large Congregation, than the Thunder of an unskilful Tongue, 
= this is that Suaviloquentia, that Mellowneſs and Sweetneſs 
of Speaking, that is ſo much praiſed in ſome of the Roman Ora- 
tors, in Oppoſition to the Ruſticity of Noiſy Declaimers. 
Let me here add, by Way of Caution, the Danger of for- 
cing and ſtraining the internal Organs. I wiſhI were not an un- 
happy Example of this Kind, and that I did not to this Dax 
feel the ſad Effects of making too violent Efforts in the Pulpit, 
many Years ago: From my own Experience therefore let me 
adviſe young Preachers, who have not the moſt robuſt Lungs; 
agement, rather than to Force, 


for ſupplying that Defet. 3 Berg, His 

The Third Rule I would recommend to you, is, to ob- 
ſerve one even and uniform Manner of Pronunciation +; Iwould 
not be here underſtood to mean, that a Preacher is to confine 


and Motion, from the Beginning to the End of his Diſcourſe; 
for this is that Monotonia, or Una quædam Spiritus ac Suni In- 
tentio, which the great Teacher of Roman Oratory explodes: 
It would be moſt abſurd to do this, unleſs every Thought and 
+ every Occaſion were perfectly alike. The Spirit and Beauty, 
and I may fay the very Eſſence of Pronunciation, lies in proper 
Emhaſes and Accents, and in varying the Notes and Times | 
purſuant to the Diverſity of Sentiments and Occaſions. (!) 


- 
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. 5 Medis ig itur utendum eſt ſonis, hiq; cum augenda eſt intentio, exci . 


temperandi eſt enim quedam ad auditum accommodata non nitudine, ſed i 
4 Rh prima eſt obſcrvatio recte pronunciandi /AZqualites. ibid. — —— 


(g) Secunds, Vareitat eſi, qua ſolum eſt pronuntiatio - -- Ars porro variandi cum gratiam præbet: 
ern e um dicentens e e eciicie: e — rover, 
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T1 10 wi | 
But I am levelling this Rule againſt that kibluleory Way of 
3 Delivery chat riſes like a Storm in one Part of the Period, and 
7 ſinks into a Calm chat will ſcarce reach to the Ear (5). 
allow that Elevations, and foftnings of the Voice judiciouſſy 
managed, are both ornamental and uſeful, but thoſe fudden 
Starts and Exploſions are moſt ungraceful, and unbecomin the 
Gravity of the Pulpit, and are of no Uſc, that I can think of, 
unleſs it be to ſtartle a Hearer that to be a · ſleep; aud 
Ws the other Extream of ſii below the Ear is ſtill more ridicu- 
. 4 for Words that carinor be heard, mV 25 3 
a5 Cad | 
"The Fourth and laſt General Rule L woudt is, to di- 
Ringuiſh carefully between the Doctritial and en part of 
the Dilcoutſe, in Lahe langer of your Pronunciation. The In- 
1 tention of the Doctrinal Part being to oy, the Under- 
ſtanding, and to lead it to the Knowledge Truth, by cool | 
oY rgumentation, all that is proper and neceſlary ß 
here % tar ini le argen l, l : 
to Point out where the Force of the Argument les Fn i 0 ' 


Man who is Maſter of his Subject, cannot grea 

Part. The chief he is to guard againſt 
of being carry'd away into Flowers of Seile, n 
Sound; for theſe, like falſe Ligne, vill be — miflead the 
| Underſtanding. « 
de che PraBical Part of a Sermon requires a very different 
bt Cond; for che Mind having been fafficiently enlightned, and 
| the Nature and Obligation of Virtueclearly provec „ che inten- 
tion is now to perſuade the Will to embrace it, to which End 
che Paſſions are to be excited to come in to affiſt the Reaſon. 


2323 ˙ w «„ 


s 


Au dere ie is char the Ornaments of Stile and pathetic Al- 
J 


—— 


lurements of Voice will be uſeful. and For 1 
ſhews us the Power of the outward — chis Caſe, and parti 
cularly that Action and Motion skilfully preſented to the Eye, and 
— Sounds receiv'd by the Far, produce wonderful Effects on: 
—— AﬀuRions. It is therefore 
Deſign is to raiſe Fear or Hope, Joy or Sorrow, Love or l 
to vary the Action and . from cool and ſedate, to 
that which is more warm and moving, in order to touch that 
Paſſion.· which yon would make Uſe of to anſwer 1 End. 
To deſcend to Particulars in this Caſe, is impoſſi Ma. bole 
the Variety is infinite. The 2 ited in Res- 
{ are few and eaſy, and 
but the various Modulations. c 


the Voice that render Toneand 


| theſe-being in nothing but different Notes in the Scale 
of Muſic, require a muſical Far to form and dreck chem; aud 


here this natural Gift is wanting, the Preacher will fall into 
Diſcords, and only. expoſe himſelf by bis Attempt. 


treams to avoid that of running into too much Tone and Ca- 


ade, but an-Error on the other Side villdiſturb aodddiſpleaſe ; 


ir oralen. which will expoſe him to 0 Contempe and, Cen- 'Y 


3 


8 


| econdBuach of yo  Officein the Church; 
——_ nr publick Prayers. _ L.do-afluxe you; 
there is noi little reguir'd to do this as ĩt ought tobe done. 
1 call it indes —_ the 1 in nn with the 
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when. your - 


— direct theſe; 


e nee een 
dence; for his Defoct on this Side will at the worſt, only not 
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Cadence harmonious, are Talents of quite another Kind: Fon | 


a ; 
N * = 
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cCeed, and the Devotion of the Heart cannot keep Pace with the 
Z Words.. If on the other Hand, 


common Phraſe, but ſpeakin ; Pr ers ebe 
Prayes, and not Read. N Pw 5 wy 


that befits the Solemnity 
this is duly obſerv'd, the Miniſter will find it a greathelp both 


ritual Duty, and is properly the Action of the Soul - ButExpe- 
1 Tanks "Eos 
have N — Effect upon the Soul, and therefore the Mi- 


——ů there will not be time ſufficient to impreſs the 


nels and infeafbility. 
| e Solemnity of Prayer, and will diſturb and offend; in- 
ry Extream, all Ge 
| lex/-and; q his Devotion grow lingrid, and loſe much of on 


4 | (=) 


There is a certain propriety of Accent, Cadence andGeſtate- 
and Seriouſneſs of Devotion ; and where 


to warm his own. Heart, and todraw out the Attention and Af- 
fections of the Congregation. | I do allow that Prayer is a Spi- 


rience ſhews that we are ſo made and compounded, that our 
great Im and Changes from our outward 
Actions, and Sounds falling upon the Eye and the Ear, 


niſter ſhould chooſe thoſe that are moſt apt and to excite 
his on Devotion, as well as that of the People; 


proper 

he ſhould pray 
to their Eyes, and Pray to their Ears, as Es 
fe& their Hearts. a I | £3 
02 9 ires ſome Degree of ra Practice to ans 
e well, and to avoid all faulty Extreams: If thePray- 


Soul with proper Sentiments and Affections as the periods pro- 


they are read too flow, it will ſeem 

tedious and tireſome, and: the, Mind will ſink into a certain flat- 
? 7 

71 3 ity; $: 3: i'r 3 


Theatrical and Ae aed n and Geſtures are-un 


ſtead of c 


e of the Hearers: If in the Contra- 
| eand Accentbe hid afide the Prayers will 
cold and lifeleſs, the Attention of the Hearer will 


ſeem heavy, 
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So that it fjudgment l 1 
theſe Extreams; and th reading of the pablick Prayers is an Art 
that all Clergymen ſhonld ſer. themſelves to acquire by ſtudy and I 


practice, and by copying after the beſt Examples. 

go yer I. fear that — much negle@edby thoſe who are 
newly ordained,; and that when they come firſt into the Desk, 
they ſtrike at random, and without any regard toPropriety,-in- 
to a certain manner of Accent, Cadence, and G . which 
every Body obſerves to be wrong but themſelves: Time and 
Uſe vill ſoon render this familiar; and as they never-diſcoverthe 
Fault, * proceed i in yy n think of 2 it l 'Y 
terwards. 

It is indeed difficult to * e a badManner, after it is once 
taken: up and ſettled; but difficult Things may be done, and 
often muſt be done. "And; — bak, IJ will 
1 one ſhort Rule, that may be of Ubboth ro ler- 
1 as are yet to form their Manner, as well as to thoſe that 
ve habituated themſelves to an improper One; and it is this: 
Let a Miniſter when! he opens his Book, poſſeſs his Soul with | 
this Thought, That be is going jo addreſs biinſelf- to the g great Mas 
jeſty of Heaven aud Karth, who knows all his 1 4 and be- 
bolds all bis Aetrons; and that he it in the immediate Preſence 
this atlorable. Being. uli is very jealous of bis Honour ; I ſay, let 
him paſſeſs his Soul duly with this Conſideration, and he as 2 
mama Kall into all. mu Proprieties and Decencies of P 

T be Third: and laſt Branch of your Office I propos d to. 
atk tos is that of Catechi ang Children, andſametimes adult 
ee e wee e 
his is what every PariſhMiniſter: ſhould aſſiduoully als 1 5 
felt to; N lama the Foundation-of Religion, and ſow- 
ing choſe Seeds of Vir and 2 in 3 3 chat 
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will „ eſſing, and a dur Cultivation, render them uſe- 
Mal in this Life, and happy in che gert. 
But 1 muſt obſerve to you, that for Children en 
| d Ends, more is neceſſary than — getting their Catechiſm 
2 for that is only to tr certain Words and 
{ Sounds in their Memory, which wilt brit Witer 
[ nor Better, unleſs they are taught alſo the Senſe and Meaning. 
ln order to this, fag ary that the Miniſter take Pains 
to explain every Article in a Manner ſuited to their Ca 
po them with Proofs out of the Holy „ and 
by demanding the Senſe in other Words, try if chey have clear 
ions of what * 

This would be a moſt uſeful inches” 
ternoon, ef ——— it would ediſie grown 
Perſons as well as Children, ir would keep them from peng idle 
and diſorderly, and I do not doubt bur:your C 
| be as well flFd, . entertained as by che 
I you ſhould 4 the fame Time aka Ccceloaetecpidarkt 


fl Pease and Principles ol Proceftanriſn, and of — 


| => t might be of great Ute to 
1 2 Converts of thoſe, 

3K fir ro 2 your Hearers, 3 
Aud indeed 4 che Way of Pere and Reaſoning is the only 


Way of doing this effeftually. Coercive Laws may reſtrain, 
. les that are AA 


Church, and to the State, | 


I ma 


=, 


Performance of this Duty. 


Prudence and good Gonduct required 


_ much has wy which vill be apt to render him 
ligent at t 


in the Holy Seriptures that the Way to Heaven is quite ſo eaſy as- | 


| So (Ie ) this e 
I muſt therefore preſs you moſt earneſtly to be frequent in this 
very uſeful Branch wor Miniſterial Office; to ſtudy well the 
Doctrines contained in the Church Catechiſm, and to explain 
them to your Pariſhioners. And 1 muſt freely declare to uh, 
that I ſhall diſtinguiſh with my Regard ſuch Miniſters and C(u—-— 
rates as ſhall diſtinguiſh themſelves by a Diligent and Faithful 


to, namely, thoſe Offices that are incumbent upon every Mini- 
ſter and Gurate at large, and vithout the Church Doors. 


The Firſt of theſe is viſiting the Sick. There is no little 
red to diſcharge this rightly, 
4e as te be neither too liberal nor 3 in adminiſtering: 
eicher Fear or Hope. To awaken a fi Perſon to reflect upon 
his paſt Life, and to call his Sins to remembrance, in order to- 
a particular Repentance, will certainly be of great Service to- | 
kim; but Care muſt be taken not to carry this too far, leſt le 


LE ſhould be thrown into a Diſpair of God's Mercy and Forgiveneſs > 


For this will put an effectual Bar to his Repentance, and ſhut 
On the other Hand, Care ſnould be taken of giving him too 
ſecure, and neg- | 
the Time when his Soul is in the urmoſt Danger. 
Lam afraid it is too frequent for fick' Perſons who haveliv-- : 


% 


ed wicked Lives, to ſendfor the Miniſter with no other View than: 


juſt-to defire the Commumion and Abſolution from his Hands, 
as a kind ef Paſsport, which they flatter themſelves will do their 
Buſineſs at once, and catry them the ſhorteſt Way to Heaven: 
This is indeed a very ſhort Way if it would do; but we do not find: 


this ; on the Contrary, we find that Repentance and a good Life, 
in conſequence of true Faith, are the only ſafe Foundation for- } 
ä „„ © 
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Hope OY) Comfort at the Hour of Death. And therefore a Mi- 
1 niſter 9 not to be too ready to give Abſolution; nor has he 
any, Warrant to do it, unleſs the Signs of Repentance are ſtrong, 

3 the ſick Perſon earneltly deſires it, upon which Condition 
only the Rubrick requires it to be pronounc d. Indeed when 
Things are come to the laſt extremity, this is all that a dying 
Man can do; but God only knows * ſuch Re 


pentance 
be the meer effect of Terror; or whether it be ſincere: Cha- 


rity, that hopeth all Things, will make the beſt of it, but it is 
a weak refuge; and as it would be cruel in that Circumſtance to | 
-xefule : a dy ing Man ſome ſhare of Comfort, when his Caſe cannot 
be amended, ſo it would encourage Preſumption in the Living 
= 1 ive too much. But when a Nan of « Godly Life, comes to his 
laſt Moments, thereare no Cautions of this Kiad to be preſcrib- 
70 but the Miniſter may lately POT: the Oyl of Joy and. tape #Z 
wh Sg into his So — 0 
| a faithful Paſtor * 1 not bent here. to viſe hs Sick i is 
| any, an Occaſional D 


ory, 'which 1 in een Pariſhes has frequent . 
long Interruptions. But 1 a 
* EE Branch of his Office, of much greater Extent and l- 
| portance, that is always in Seaſon, and this is to viſit all the Fa- 
milies in his Pariſh, in a conſtant and ſettled Courſe; for Reli- 
gion is as properly the Buſineſs of the Sound, as = the Sick, 
and. tho' Me Men are more attentive to He Cer of their Souls under 
Sickneſs and the A pprehenſions of D yet the ſureſt Foun- 
 dations of Hope are to be laid in the Time of their Health: .. - 
It is impoſlible chat a Minil  ſhbuld read the Spiritual Wants 4 
of by Peor le ip their Faces, and learn the State of their Souls * 
by ſecing {$22 once a Week in the C To this End he muſt 

12550 to their Houſes, and 10 familiar Converſation give them 
Oppor tunities of diſclofin . e and Feats, and Re- 


8 ee 9 rapes of opening their Souls Souls to him 


R 


receive particular 


in FIG in order to Fe Light;. Inſtrdtion, and 
Comfort from him.” 
"Mens 5 tual Conditions . different and compli- 
therefore a Diſcourſe from the Pulpit can no more hit. 
the Cale of every. Soul, than one Medicine can the Caſe of every 
: Body under the common Diſtemper. It is free and perſonal 
Converſation only that can let him into their true State, and e- 
r icular Errors and Miſtakes, to re- 
folve their Scrup rectiſie their groundleſs Hopes or 
Fears, and to 2 all his N Applications proper: and 
effectaal. : 904 438 

By this Means allo Fu vill learn, if the Worſhip of God be 
kept up in every Family, what good Books are read there, and 
what bad ones that may tend to corrupt their Principles and Man- 
nets, arid will recoramend the beſt and moſt uſeful to their peruſal. 

This is likewiſe the Way to diſtover if Seducers have been at 
work in his Pariſh to practiſe on the Weak and Ignorant, and per- 
vert them 3 Way; 1 he vill uſe — 
Diligence to e wavering and le, aud to 
back thoſe that have gone 1 And I believe there was — 4 
ver more: Occafion for Vigilance of this Kind than at this Time, 
when the Emiſſaries of: the Church of Rome are buſy in all Quar- M 
ters of the Kingdom, to inſtill their ius Errors into we 
and incautions Minds, and todrawihem over to their Idolatrous 
Communion: . 7 
130 ee Bchare: Wc 
gent in nn Part of your Ofſice, and to viſit frequently the ſeveral 
Families in your r tive Pariſhes, in order to prevent thisgrow- 
ing Miſchief; for ſurely he maſt be a very careleſs Shepherd who = 


il not watch over his Flock * W W 
| laiking — the Fold. ; 


4 * 


- 


WE bi W ofthis Practice, namely, that 
l it will furniſh you — Dream of _ many g — 
| tee g up In: arr ed. preventing Law S, 
prey pee Sac * one to another. — 


Effects of ancrul als, and che want of Chriſlian Chianiry and . 
Benevolence, —— real injury and Wrong done ; — 
naturally fall within the Mirifters Province, itis do ſay 
 how:much God he may do by bis Prodence-ainl authority vin 
he'is/perfonaily reſident among his Pariſhioners... . 

I bere is a very laudable Inſtitution in the Popiſh Chutrhes * 
| broad of an Officer call\da Spirimal Dinettur, vo hiteiuſ a uer- 
tain Number of Families to — all the good Offices before · 
mentioned. . God hee, wehwrenormmuch'to:copy fromthem, 

but in ſo uſeſul a Pructide let us not be aſhamedito follow theirEx- 
ple. For in truth every Miniſter is by fer n nter 
= the Spiritual Director aud Guide of every Soul within his Pariſh. 

| *' The Third Office of a Miniſter under this general Head, is 

that of Admonition and Reproof/ Loud be here 
= to ſpenk of chat wllich is priyate an ferret; in Tentlerncls wo 
. E Character and Oredir of the Offender, a 2ocheRule 
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Apen and laſt e che g. 
is, that of ſetting an Example of a Holy and Virtuous Life bes: 
fore the Fyes of his Pariſhioners. This wilt have more Effect 
than, a thouſand Precepts, "becauſe it will convince them that he 
has Religion at heart, and believes all that he 


and tho he ſhould 


ſhews himſelf» a 7 a Pattern 
in his gn Life a fair Copy of all thoſe Graces aud Virtues which 
= Tecommentds from the P 
| i Earneſt, "India his lineere Aim, is to fave —_— 

Fas his: 1a en I Humi . Meekneſi and 
+I emp 


e and Sobrfety, 


fn and Devotion in his own Family wall 


3 — ey Authority” to his Parſon, Attention to R 
mls Zo 1 W bi 
bouter wort his Hire, Age he mb of 
Tem emper ig it) who vil n 
I muſt here Wale oye 
dn of this Head, aud that het il Fab 1 
on Yout reſpective Cures ; e amptes 10 
he Preſeit, arid before the Bye, and terefgng a 1 who 
Jors noe among his Fleck, can never be er Example to 


roeure- Bere“ 


al Dae 


br here mention; as a lower Oonſi 


| Refideace tel ye 
ter Improvement of your Sieh „ Wache ovididg f ae 
com 5 "Habirations for e eee, and be- 
58 E our 


et 


preaches. The 
Bulk of the People are much eaſier ledb y the Bye, than the Far, 


preach like a6 Kone, yet they will deſpiſe 4 
bis Hoctrine, if they do not read it in bis) Life: N When he 

7 of good Mor, and preſents 
ulpit, his People will believe him to 
* ent and peaceable Behaviour,” 9 5 


arg his Virtues: They Wil ee eke 3 


1 tion urls I 


ſelves; abt only ths the ies 3 


feſs d with too much Colour, to. imagine 
ceive the valuable Conſideration for What they pay. 


vere purchas d under this Encumbrance 


f Title to it himſelf. 
Law the Miniſter be 


1 


When a Miniſter is not Reſident, on the Spot * Per- 
ſon or by his Curate, the Pariſhioners are apt, and it muſt be con- 
that they do not re- 


- There is indeed in Law no Foundation for this, nor perhaps 


even in Juſtice, becauſe. Tyths are not the Gift of the ſenant, 
or the Landlord, but free Donations given by the Piety of an- 


tient Times, many of which are by unlucky Accidents fallen 
into the Hands of meer Laymen, who. can do no Spi 


piritual Ser- 
'd hy Tyths 
e, for which an Allow- 
ance was made in the Price paid by the Purchaſer, who muſt have 
aid more it the Land had been, \Tythe-free... So that every 
Man muſt conſider himſelf not as a Pofleflor in Property, but 
as 4 Truſtee of the Tenth of his Pr which he holds in 


vice for them. And in fact all Eſtates not diſchar 


Truſt for the Uſe of the Pariſh Miniſter ; and which he can- 


not detain without manifeſt wrong and f in * haring noJfore 


70 obſerve on ade Hand, that if in 5 
entitled to his Tyths, the Pariſhionerz: are 

ood Conſcience, and by the Rules of the Goſpel, and the 
Wil of the Donor, entitled ,equally to his ſpiritual Cares and 
Labours in the Execution of his Office for the good of their 
Souls... If he reaps their, Carnal Thi „it is in Con- 


But give me leave 


ſideration that he ſhall fow unto them ſpiritual Things, ae 9. 
aud as he is Partater of the Altar, he is required to wait = . 
at the. Altar; and therefore if he proves remiſz in the diſcharge 
of his Duty, 


af he i is not at hand to watch over his Flock, t 


feed and to, d them, be muſt not wonder if the) (6 ou 
wrd and diff cult. in the payment of their Dues; or tho the 
Lav be with im, yet they en the Equity of the Gol: 


I do 
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mention theſe Thing my Brethren to repro 
I little occaſion for Cenfat upon 


* - 
> 


not 


} 


Donations 8 
Work. 


_ 
and pur 


more ſucceſsful diſcharge of your Duty. 3 


bY * 


I hall by God's Aſſiſtance endeavour to co-operate with You for 
promoting the great Ends of our reſpective Offices; I ſhall. rejoice 
do ve in Harmony and a good Underſtanding wich you; I ſhall be 
| Proofs of mine. If any of you ſhould need Admonition, yau will : 
remember that ĩt is my Duty urs torakeitingogd. | 


to give it, atid yours to t 
Part, and I ſhall endeavour always to do it in the Spirit of Methy 

neſs, and with a due Regard to the Dignity of your Character: 1 

ſſmall be apt to take all good Impreſſions of you, and ſlow to believe 


any Thing unworthy of you; and would hope that this Diſpohti- 


on 


of Charity and Benevolence will be mutual. 1 ſhall chearfully 
aſliſt you, as far as I am capable, with my Advice, and with my 
earneſt Prayers in your Behalf: and I hope I ſhall not want the e- 
nefit of your Advice, as there ſhall be Occaſion, and eſpecidlly of 
your Prayers, that God would enable me by his Grace to diſcharge . | 
5 faithfully the great Truſt committed to me, for the Promotion of” x 
bis Glory, and the Edification of this Dioceſe. Thar ſo, when 


= +17 


of God to the Prophet 


of Man FF have [er thee a Watch- 
ot hear the Word at 


* wi 


Whenl [ay unto the W. icked:. 
A thus doſt not 
y; that wicked Man ſhall die in bis 
I *equrre-at thy Hand. Neverthe 
to turn from, 52 he doth nor turn 
Des Big „ 0; Fhou haſt delruer- 
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